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Welcome to the 12th edition of Cutting

Through! We hope you had a fantastic start to

your year and that you are ready to make the

most of 2021! 

-Asteropi
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Amartya Sen, The Idea of Justice 

Sen unfolds his theory of justice starting with the issue of redressable

injustice. He considers the identification of injustice as a driving force

behind change: the sentiment that we could avoid certain inequities. Sen's

theory of justice does not strive to promote the idea of absolute justice, nor

to outline the perfectly just world, but a more just one. This idea is not new.

Plato, setting his theory of justice in the Republic, triggered this line of

thinking: by distancing ourselves from injustice, we can come closer to

justice. Similarly, Sen advocates for 'advancing' -not perfecting- both global

democracy and justice. 

Sen's distinct approach lies partially with the fact that he includes ideas

from non-Western societies, such as relevant concepts from the Indian

jurisprudence. He discusses the difference between niti (the organisational

and institutional propriety) and nyaya (the way people lead their lives),

their interrelation and effect on the concept of justice.  Of particular

interest is the chapter 'Happiness, Well-being and Capabilities' (Chapter 13

of the Penguin edition 2009). Sen discusses the link between welfare

economics and justice and challenges the utilitarian views of happiness

and desire-fulfilment that inevitably lead those who are consistently

deprived to be unable to desire radical change. Instead, the 'hopeless

underdogs', as Sen describes the traditionally oppressed and exploited

minorities, tend to adjust to reality. Therefore, in his view, adaptation to

adverse realities sustains inequalities and, thus, global injustice.  

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan

Could justice be imposed? Hobbes, in Leviathan, one of the greatest

achievements of political philosophy,  introduces a sovereign and ultimate

power, justifying 'the exercise of virtual dictatorship' by underlining the

avoidance of calamity and civil war. Would you give up on your freedoms

and civil rights if that was the answer to secure peace? Would you argue

that peace is not an exercise of compulsion but a choice?

BOOKS

PODCASTS

The Economist, Checks and Balance:

American carnage 

John Prideaux (The Economist US editor),

Charlotte Howard (New York bureau

chief), and Jon Fasman (US digital editor)

host a fascinating podcast looking into the

extreme scenes of storming the Capitol

building after Trump’s election defeat.

Demagoguery, impeachment, and the

political and moral costs of the aftermath

of the violent mob. What is happening to

the American democracy? Will the

Republican party be able to leave behind

Trump's rhetoric?

You could also listen to The art of the

done deal: Trump on trial, again

discussing the details of Trump's second

impeachment trial. 

Kings Chambers Planning Podcast

Episode 7: All Over For The Shop

Philip Robson (Kings Chambers) discusses

the future of the high street with Jeremy

Hinds (National Head of Retail Planning at

Savills). How can we save the high street,

and what are the implications for the law

and policy-making? How can we

encourage investment and innovation in

an ever-changing landscape of customer

shopping behaviour and spending? Have

also a look at the background summary

here.  

Better Human Podcast,

Political propaganda, social media and

human rights

Adam Wagner (Human Rights Barrister),

along with Susie Alegre (International

Human Rights Barrister), discuss the

topical issues of freedom of expression,

propaganda, public information, and

social media with Dr Emma Briant,

Associate Researcher at Bard College and

one of the key researchers that uncovered

the Cambridge Analytica scandal in 2018.

Could propaganda be beneficial? How can

we differentiate legitimate influence from

manipulative propaganda? 
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https://www.economist.com/podcasts/2021/01/08/american-carnage-can-republicans-recommit-their-party-to-democracy
https://www.economist.com/podcasts/2021/01/08/american-carnage-can-republicans-recommit-their-party-to-democracy
https://www.economist.com/podcasts/2021/02/08/believe-it-or-not-its-the-most-bipartisan-impeachment-vote-in-american-history-trump-on-trial
https://www.kingschambers.com/latest-news/kings-chambers-podcast/kings-chambers-planning-podcast-episode-7-all-over-for-the-shop
https://www.kingschambers.com/assets/files/podcasts-factsheets/200504%20-%20KCPodcast.RetailPaper.pdf
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9hbmNob3IuZm0vcy9lNTI3YmVjL3BvZGNhc3QvcnNz/episode/YzQ5MTIwY2QtNzE5MS00YjAxLWFiYzEtMjFmYjY1NDZjNzkw?sa=X&ved=0CAUQkfYCahcKEwiw17ugneruAhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQAw


Diverting from our usual Film Reviews, Cutting Through calls for your

contributions! For this issue, we have selected three films of the late  '50s -early

'60s that narrate fascinating cases of war crimes, murder, and...evolution!

 

Films:

Judgment at Nuremberg (1961)

Inherit the Wind (1960)

Anatomy of a Murder (1959)

Food for thought:

Did the film remind you of legal principles that you studied during your course?

Did the film have interesting ramifications of political or social character? Did

the director rely on evidence? What was the jurisdiction of the case? Do you

have a unique perspective on the film narrative?

Review:

Write a film review (150-200 words) and share it with us at

info@queenmarybarsociety.org with the title 'CT Vol. 13 Film Review' by the 6th

of March. The best reviews will be published in our March edition!

SCI BUZZ >

DOCUMENTARIES

American Factory, Netflix

How definitive is working culture to

productivity? Follow the optimism of new

jobs as promised by a Chinese billionaire

(Fuyao group) investing big in a closed

car plant in Dayton, Ohio, turning into a

culture clash, raising questions about the

working culture of different nations, the

safety standards of the work

environment, and company policies.

Would that culture clash matter less in

the increasingly automated workplace?

An insightful documentary directed by

Steven Bognar and Julia Reichert and

produced by Barack and Michelle

Obama; an excellent morning watch. 

Hot Coffee, YouTube  

Follow the 1994 case of Liebeck v

McDonald's Restaurants (‘the McDonald's

coffee case’) in Susan Saladoff’s

documentary Hot Coffee (2011). A product

liability case brought by the then 79-year-

old Stella Liebeck, who sustained severe

burns by McDonald’s (too hot) coffee. The

case attracted enormous publicity, with

media  (misre-)presenting the case as an

abuse of the litigation process and a

shakedown to receive a paycheck. Yet,

16% of Liebeck’s body was covered in

third-degree burns (and she was not the

first one!). Read more about the case in

the American Museum of Tort Law here. 

The Thin Blue Line, Amazon

Errol Morris directs a fantastic

documentary looking closely at Randall

Adams' death sentence. Adams was

convicted to death for the murder of

Robert Wood, a police officer in Dallas; his

conviction was wrongful. Uncovering

police misconduct and perjury, Morris’

documentary contributed to overturning

Adam’s sentence, making The Thin Blue

Line a must-watch. 

FILMS  
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#your review

https://www.tortmuseum.org/liebeck-v-mcdonalds/


We all need a good break, and

usually, we have a much clearer

mind afterwards. Have a look at your

essays in your first term. What would

you change?

REREAD YOUR ESSAYS

Organise weekly online meetings

with your friends/ study partners/ or

form a new catch-up group! You

could join a student society or a

community-led project!

STAY CONNECTED

Map out the opportunities you

want to go after and start

planning way before reading

week. That way, you could save

time for studying!  

BE PROACT IVE

Organise a  coffee/tea meeting with

your teammates and discuss your

progress! What did you enjoy the

most in the first term? What would

you do differently? 

SHARE YOUR EXPER IENCE 

You could reflect on the feedback

you received in the first term and

use it! You could write short

pieces of feedback on post-its to

remind yourself.

USE THE FEEDBACK

HELLO FRESHERS

There are plenty of opportunities

to exercise online. Physical

exercise is vital for your wellbeing

and elevates your academic

performance! 

STAY ACT IVE

S I X  S IMP L E  S T E P S  FOR  YOUR  S PR I NG  T ERM

DEADLINES

EVENTS

CALENDAR

Fountain Court Chambers

26 February 

One Essex Court

28 February 

Landmark Chambers

28 February 

7 King’s Bench Walk

1 March 

Keating Chambers

1 March 

Maitland Chambers

31 March 

Employment Law Panel

1 March 

This panel will offer an

insight into employment

law, the opportunity to

interact with barristers,

and get oriented with the

culture within the

chambers.

Want to write for

Cutting Through? 

Get in touch at

info@queenmarybarso

ciety.org!

New Writers

Do you want to

write an article on

American Politics? 

Get in touch at

info@queenmaryb

arsociety.org and

be published in

our next issue! 

Capitol 
Hill
Review 

Have a look at the

Chambers|Student

fantastic list here! 

More minis?
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https://www.chambersstudent.co.uk/the-bar/mini-pupillage-vacancies

